
Monday, March 29, 2020 
 
Dear Students and Families, 

I hope this finds you well and I want you all to know that I miss you terribly. I am sure you’re all overwhelmed 
with the amount of emails and so I’m trying to mix it up with a video instead. I’ve been taking this sudden and 
unpredictable change to learn and grow as a teacher and a somewhat creative person. As such, you’ll find that I will be 
sending fewer emails and fewer documents, but more Narrated PowerPoints and Videos (hopefully-if my tech-skills 
allow). There are several things I need to explain so bare with me as I know this will be the longest video/announcement 
I will post.  

 
COMMUNICATION 

● Every Monday there will be new posts to Google Classroom for students and to my teacher website for parents 
(they will be the same posts).  

● I will send a very quick email every Monday that simply says “New Posts, Please Check”--or something like that.  
● I will be available for office hours from 1:45-3 pm Monday-Thursday and by appointment on Friday 
● I will always be available via email 
● If you wish for a phone call or a zoom video chat then we can schedule one during office hours 
● I will also be available through Google Chat through school gmail as a way to instantly communicate with 

students 
 
GOOGLE CLASSROOM & TECHNOLOGY 

● If you go to our Google Classroom you will see that it looks different--less cluttered. I removed most of the 
resources so that there is less for you to sort through, as well as added our new materials. There is a topic 
section called “Class Information”, which is where you can find a video that explains how Google Classroom is 
set up now.  

● The following is the technology we will be using. We will not use all of this all the time, and I will always provide 
instruction when assigning something. You will be required to use our Google Classroom as it is our new lifeline, 
but in addition you will be expected to use the other Google Applications (Slides, Docs, Forms). We will use 
Quizizz and a site called Canva (a way to create flyers and images). We will even use Flipgrid. You will be 
expected to take and post images, possibly videos. 

● You’ll see that I will post videos, use screencastify, post images, post articles, and likely use more technology 
than I expect you to use (but I am the teacher :)). I’m actually having fun learning all of this and I hope you will 
too.  

 
HOW HAS ENGLISH CHANGED? 

● First, NO JULIUS CAESAR TEST! It has been canceled, may Caesar rest in peace. I want to thank all of you who 
said you wanted to take the test electronically and I want to send a special thank you to Alex from 5th and Jacob 
from 6th for completing the Essay section. You guys are awesome! I want you to know that I removed the test 
from the gradebook BUT I did award extra credit points to everyone who got an 80% or higher on the 
Quizizz--just as I promised.  

● Second, I want to make one thing perfectly clear and that is that this is not English class, this is not online 
English, and this is not homeschool-English. None of us signed up for what we’re now being asked to do and as 
such there is only so much that we can be expected to do. All I ask is that you do your best and know that I am 
doing my best to remind you that I am always here for you and that I want to continue to help you. I became a 
teacher because I liked helping students get through tough times in their life, just as some of my teachers helped 
me. It breaks my heart that I cannot be with you in room 308 talking, eating, joking around, and making 
memories. Admittedly, I do feel lost without all of you and have realized just how much I missed having people 
call me “Ms. Gebel” or “Ms. G” or “What’s up, G-Sauce?” (yes, Matt from 3rd, I miss hearing that daily lol). As 
such, I promise that every week I will be here for you via email, google chat, zoom, and whatever else you need. 
If you need a phone call just to chat then let me know and I will find a way to call you :) 

● Third, if this is not the English class we’re used to then what work can you expect? The answer is that every 
week I will post work on Monday to Google Classroom that will not be due until the end of the week. You will 
have projects and activities that are not “read this” or “write this” in the traditional sense, but something to 



keep you busy, make you think, and keep you engaged with all of us. You will have 2-3 “assignments”, which I 
use that term loosely because they are more like check-ins to see how you are and for me to know that we’re 
still in this together. 
 

ASSIGNMENTS 
● First, there will be a daily question posted at 7:00 am. It is your attendance question for the day. You must 

complete it sometime that day in order to be marked “present” in class.  
● Second, I had this idea, because it is something I have found myself doing over the last two weeks in an attempt 

to not go insane being stuck in my itsy bitsy apartment. I am calling it the “B.R.E.A.T.H.E. Projects” and I ask that 
everyone complete one a week to be posted by midnight on Thursday. Then on Friday you can go onto Google 
Classroom to see the ones posted and we can comment and get some ideas for our own projects. You will see 
that every Monday I post one to help give you ideas. Please see the “BREATHE” topic section on Google 
Classroom for more instruction on what this project is. I promise, it’s meant to be a stress-reliever, not a 
stress-creator.  

● Third, there will be an assignment that is meant to help keep the English-juices flowing. BUT, rather than 
focusing on English as we always have, I want us to focus on something that is called DIGITAL CITIZENSHIP. This 
is a person who develops the skills and knowledge to effectively use the Internet and other digital technology, 
especially in order to participate responsibly in social and civic activities. Please see the “DIGITAL CITIZEN” topic 
section on Google Classroom for more instruction on what this activity is. I promise, it’s meant to remind you all 
the ways technology can help us but also remind  you to be self-aware of how you use it. These activities will be 
using what is going on in the world around us so there might be articles to read or videos to watch that are 
meant to inspire ideas for your assignment. This will be an assignment for you to submit that I will comment on 
as a way to help you improve your English skills.  

● I know that these might feel like I’m forcing you to learn something new, but I am not. We are going to build off 
our existing skills and just help each other get through these uncertain times.  

 
GRADES 

● The attendance question is not a grade but how I will take attendance.  
● The “B.R.E.A.T.H.E. Project” is worth 20 points a week + 10 points for commenting on classmates BUT it is a 

completion grade. No one’s grade will be negatively impacted by this assignment.  
● The “DIGITAL CITIZENSHIP” activities are worth 25 points a week BUT it is a completion grade. No one’s grade 

will be negatively impacted by this assignment.  
● Any student who has a C or lower in my class as of Friday 3/13 will be receiving an email (as will their parents) on 

how we can improve their grade. Yes, an easy way is to do the new work that can only help to improve your 
grade, but if you are concerned at all then we will be individually talking about a game plan.  

 
EXPECTATIONS FOR STUDENTS 

● Students will be expected to go to Google Classroom daily for their attendance question.  
● Students will be expected to check Google Classroom every Monday for their new Digital Citizenship assignment 

that is due by Friday so that I can provide feedback.  
● Students will be expected to check Google Classroom every Monday for their new BREATHE Project submission 

and see my new entry. It will be due by Thursday.  
● Students will be asked to check back on Friday to see everyone’s BREATHE Project and engage with their 

classmates through commenting.  
 
EXPECTATIONS FOR PARENTS 

● Parents can check my teacher website for all the material students are getting off Google Classroom. Think of 
my website as for the parents, while Google Classroom is for the students. This way I will send fewer and shorter 
emails because you will all have your respective site to check.  

● Parents can see the BREATHE Project prompt as an assignment 
● Parents can see the weekly Digital Citizenship prompt as an assignment 
● Parents can see on my home page the class information 

 



ACCOMMODATIONS  
● If you are worried about the work due to needing certain accommodations please reach out. I promise all 504 

and IEP is being taken into consideration.  
● For every post I make you will see there is a video or narrated PowerPoint AND a “script” or prompt. This way 

you can get an audio version, visual version,  and a written one (to use whichever is best for you).  
● We are all new to this and will work together.  

 
Remember, we are all overwhelmed, concerned, confused, and we will all get through these uncertain times together. I 
miss you all and am grateful for the chance to work with you again.  
 
Wishing you all the best, 
Ms. Samantha Gebel 
sgebel@ccusd93.net  
English 10 
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